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clearly that thero is an attempt in the
Standing Order to introduce a new prac-
tice .vhivh -1Will uiaterially take away thi.
power of the people in regard to taxa-
tion, in regard to the appropriation of
the results of taxation, and to transfer
that power to a Chamber which cannot
in the same degree be called representa-
tive and which does not possess the same
responsibility, and cannot be made in
the same way amenable to the popular
wilt, as this Chamber. I will conclude
by giving one farther extract firom, a
speech made by Sir John Forrest at the
Federal Convention. He spoke as one
who had had some years' experience of
the enforcement of this particular clause.
In speaking of this question he expressed
himself as follows:-

" The right hononrable member
(M~r. Reid) quoted Sir Samuel Grif-
fith to show that there was very little
difference between the power of sug-
gestion and the power of amendment.
I, with the greatest respect to that
authority, think that there is a very
great difference between the two
powers. In the one case the Upper
House merely sends back the Bill ask-
ing the Lower House if it will be
goad enough to amend the Bill, but
the Lower House says, ' No, we can-
not do anything of the sort.,' so that
the responsibility of throwing out the
Bill rests with the Upper House. In
the other case the Upper House sends
the Bill amended down to the Lower
House, and the responsibility of throw-
ing out the Bill rests, with the Lower
House.''

That is when an amendment has been
made. But after five years' experience
of the working of Section 46, after a
more intimate acquaintance with its
working than was possessed by any otlher
member of either Honse, knowing that
it had been treated to that time, as it
has been treated until now, as a mere
machinery section, intended to carry out
the purpose of its mover and of those
who adopted it, Sir John Forrest re-
garded Section 46 as a thoroughly harm-
less section, a section giving a weaker
power than the power of amendment;
whereas the Standing Order of the Legis-

lative Council would, if it became opera-
tive, give a greater power. This power
to press a request would give a greater
power to the Legislative Council in re-
spect of those Bills over which it is sup-
posed to exercise no power at all than is
given to that body in respect of Bills over
which it has equal powers with this House.
I venture to submit I have shown stiffi-
dient reasons why my motion should be
adopted.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
I second the motion.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
N. Keenan) :In view of the weighty
matter laid before us by the member for
Subiaco, which, together with the section
in question, I should like to consider care-
fully before speaking to the House, I
move that the debate be adjourned.

Motion passed ; debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9.35 o'clock,

until the next Tuesday.

legislative Council,
Tuesday, 13th August, 1.907.
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OBITUARY- CONDOLENCE.
Thle PRESIDENT :In accordance

with thle resolution passed onl the 23rd
July. I wrote a letter of condolence to
Mrs. Denpster, and have received this
reply'V

"Mrs. C. E. Dempster and family
wvish to return their sincere thanks for
your kind expressions of sympathy in
their late sad bereavement.

Springfibeld, Northam, Aug-ust 9th,
1907."

STANDING ORDERS AS AMENDED.
The PRESIDENT reported having

presented to His Excellency tile Governor

the Standing Orders adopted by the
Council ont the 1st August, and having
reeeived thle following reply :

(131,. President and Honourable

Gen~tlemen of thie Legislative Council-
I have mouch pleasure in approving

of the Standing Orders adopted by
vain' Honourable House onl the 1st
Augu st, 1907.

In red. 0. D. Bedford, Governor."

PAPERS PRESENTED.
1, Report of the Fishing Industry for

1906. 2, Explosives Act, 1895-Addi-
tional Explosives authorised. 3, Mining
Development Act,' 1002-Statement of
Expenditure to 30th June, 1907. 4,
Audit Act, 1904-Orders in Council under
Section 35.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS (NEW),
WASHAWAYS.

lIon. J1. W. WRIGHT asked the Col-
onial Secretary :1, Howv many chains Of
formation and banks respectively, on
the Wagin-flumbleyung and Ratanning-
Kojonup Railways, have been either
washed away or submerged during the
recent rains 1 2, What is the estimated
cost of repairing the damage to same in
each instance 1 3,' Have trains been
unable to proceed the whole length of
lines in consequence of damage caused
to tile railways by flood waters q 4,
Who is the engineer responsible for the

grading aid constructing- of the low
banks in each instance 9

The COLONIAL TREASURER re-
plied :1, Wagin - Dunibleyullg :six
chlains (If formation flooded, and ballast
wvashed' awnay. Banks neither wvashed

awa or0 sbmerged. Katan ning-Ko-
jonup:l eighteen feet of formation flooded
and ballast washed away. Banks neither
washed a way liar submerged. 2, WVagin-
Dumnlvung £ 5. Ka tailning:Kojon-
up) : s. 6d. 3. Walgin-Dnnrbleyming
Yes. Train tabled for 31st July was
cancelled, but ranl oil the following day
instead. Katanniug -Kojonup : No.
T'rains have continued to runl over the
full length of line. 4, The Eng-ineer for
Railway Construction.

MOTION-RAILWAY RATES, FRE-
MANT LE-ARMADALE.

Hon. At.tL. MOSS (West) moved-
That this House is of opinion that (lie

passenger fares on the Frenrantle-Arma-
dale Railway line should be revised so
that the same be placed upon a more
rquitable basis than nowr prevailing, and
thialthI/ Acting Commissioner of Rail-
ways be directed that all goods sent by
rail from Fremnantle to the South-Western
districts be dispatched via the Jandaeot
line.
He said :There is an impression abroad
in the Fremantle district that the Rail-
waly Department are doing their best to
kill the line that runs from Fremantle
through the Jandakot Area to Armadale;
and I move this mnotion mainly with the
ob 'ject of enabling the Government to
Make a statement in refutation of the
belief that prevails as to the intention
of the Railwvay Department. That rail-
wvay, as members know, was constructed
to give the people of Fremantle a shorter
cut to the Southi-Western District, and
if thle line is utilised properly a distance
of some twelve mniles is saved in the
journey between Fremantle and Bun-
bury. But I am credibly informed that
the department, instead of encoutraging-
the people in thre Fremnantle district to
use the newv line, arm placing every ob-
stacle in the way ; are doing their best
to deter people from using it. Until I

Railway Rates.[COUNCIL]
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wa., riisleil wi particulars by* pe r-
soins in a position toi know sonnethlt wz o(f
thre macicer, I declined to take any actiq'nl
hut I have been informed hi' those whop
Jprofess to know fliat these are a few of
th l't vrilu.st an ccx ill Wiviric tilie l ire is
wuirkeI. I unrderstnrd that a goods i rai i
wihr a ear attached leaves Fremantle at
S anm. - a veryv slow I rain which
g'erierilv dles lt start to tiuse and[
ftieiitly arrives; ill 1'renantle at 10.30,
1 lurs Occupying two a11( a-half hours inl
'A ju'lrrnev of nlineteen mliles. I need
hardly say this is nio great encouragement
to people froiu the South-Western Dis-
trict to travel via Jandakot, I am farther
informed tlimn a goods train with a car
attached leaves Fremantle at 3.30 p.m.-
a very slow train which frequently ar-
rives in Arinadale at 1 am., occupying
for and a hialf hours on the journey.
These are the only trains leaving Arnna-
dale over the Janclakot line, aird thus it
will be seen how the department are
catering, fur tire passenger traffic. As to
the traffic from the Fremantle end 1 am
informed there is only one train a day.
At 3.30 a very slowv train star-ts from
that end, and does not arrive at A rnidale
till 53 o'clock, and sometimes later.
Moreover, I think the country is entitled
to some information as to the goods
traffic over the line, for if the information
I have received is correct, I hardly know
why a line through the Jandakot Area
was made ; and the action of the depart-
mnent is very unfair to people resident
iii my province, which contains this
branch line, that in ordinary circumstances
wouild save 12 miles in the haulage of
goods, but is not being utilised, goods being
sent by a circuitous route through Perth,
exactly as they were before the construc-
tion of the branch line. I am informed
that goods carried 31 miles from Fre-
mantle to Arinadale via Pertb are charged
at the samne rate as if cardied via Janda-
hot, though the latter route is 11 miles
shorter. I should like to know why that
is so, and why the new line cannot be
utilised. It will be very unfair for the
country to be presently informed that
the new line is not paying. No wonder
it is not jpaying when the department are
doing their best to divert the traffic in

another direction, while at thle same time,
to prevent p)ublic complaint, the goods
are being carried anl additional 11 or 12
miles by the circuitous route at the same
rate as would be charged for the shorter
journey. I am informed also that
instances; can be given of a settler south
of A rinadale ordering- sonic tons of goods
from Frernantle aind requesting that they

shudbe sent hy Jandakot line. Tire
Railway Department, however, elected to
forward themi ria Perth, and when tire
department wvere approached for an ex-
planation they said the charge for the
railage of 31 miles via Perth was exactly
the same as over the Jandatot line of 20
miles. The passenger fares charged on the
line seemn grossly unfair. For a first-
class return ticket from Fremantle to
Arilradale via Jandakot, a distance of 20
miles, the fare is 4s. 5ld., whilst 3s. 6d.
is the fare from Perth to Armuadale, a
distance of 10 miles. For the one mile
extra there is a chargle of lid.

lion. '11. Kingsmrill :Consider the ei-
tra time for which the public use the
train.

Hon. M. L. MNOSS :I forgot that;
but I hardly think it is a sufficient excurse
for compelling the people of Fremantle
to pay lid, for a journey of one mile,
when they desire to avoid an additional
11-miles' journey. I know the excuse
wvill be imade that though the journey
from Perth to Arinadale is only one mile
shorter than fromn Fremantle to Armna-
dale via Jandakot, the 10 -miles from
Perth is within what is known as the
suburban radius, white the Jandakot line
is outside that radius. IWell, thle sooner
tire suburban radius is made 20 miles in-
stead of 19 miles, and those desiring to
travel from Fremantle to Arniadale by
thle shorter route are put onl the saiue
footing as residents of Pci-tb, the better
for them and probably the better for the
railway from a financial point of view.
I need hardly say that general disappoint-
nment is expressed at Fremantle with this
highly unsatisfactory service between that
place and Annadale. It is felt, and I
confess there is much to justify the feel-
ing, that an attempt is being miade to
unduly prejudice the Jandakot line so
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as to bring the traffic through Perth.
The line has cost a considerable sum of
public money, and I think we can
fairly ask that the department shall
enable it to secure the traffic to
which it can make a legitimate
claim, I am informed that the
conveniences along the line are exceed-
ingly primitive, that it would not cost
much to erect a few rough sidings; and
I believe, if those sidings were erected, we
should find the settlers in the Jandakot
Area utilising the line much more freely.
The House does not require me to re-
mind them that the population of the
Fremantle district is nearer 30,000 than
20,000, and that consequently the traffic
between Fremantle and the South-West-
era Uistnicts is considerable. There is
no reason why large bulk lines should con-
tinue to be hauled through Perth, no
reason why people should be penalised
either by being compelled to have their
goods hauled an additional 12 mile;, or
by a differential rate imposed with the
idea of enabling the route via Perth to
compete unduly and unfairly with the
route via Jandakot. I am told that many
people in the South-Western Districts
have complained to business people at
Fremantle that with the higher fares via
Jandakot as compared with the fares via
Perth, people are compelled to go to
Perth to make their purchases, when in
other circumstances, if the fares were ar-
ranged on a more equitable basis, they
would go to Fremantle. I do not know
that it is the duty of the Railway Depart-
ment to attempt to divert to another part
of the State traffic which legitimately be-
longs to Fremantle; and I shall therefore
wait with some degree of curiosity to
know why it is that the people who desire
to travel over this branch railway are to
be penalised in the way I have indicated.
I have quite a number of other items up-
on these notes that have been handed to
mne which I shall he prepared to show the
MKinister-I presume he will ask for an
adjournment of this debate with the idea
of consulting the Railway Department-
however, I think that even the few mat-
ters to which I have referred indicate
d[early that it is a question that calls for
some reply, and that there is a legitimate

number of grievances existing iii con nec-
tion with it.

Hion. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan)
I have pleasure in seconding the motion.
From the first hint that there wvas a like-
lihood of a railway being made from
Fremantle to Arniad ale I was in favour
of it, as I thought it was due to Fre-
mantle and Jandakot and the people on
the South-Western line that the shortest
communication possible should be made
between Fremantle and the South-West-
ern Railway;, and I am sorry to hear that
there is anything approaching a desire-
of course the information may not he
altogether correct, but I take it that the
hion. mnember ls made himself acquaint-
ed as far as lie possibly can with the
facts of the ease, and we can accept, at
present, what he has given us until it
is contradlicted - or an attempt to
divert legitimate traffic from Fremantle
to the South-Western Railway at all, and
I hope that this honourable House will
make it quite clear and plain that we
will not allow the Railway Department
to do anything that is unjust or unfair
or improper in regard to this railway.
I hope miembers are of this opinion that
we should insist ou the Railway Depart-
ment doing its duty in regard to the
railway instead of retarding it or failing
to make the best, possible use of it.
[Hon. M. L. Moss :Turning it into a
white elephant.] Quite so. I should be
sorry if there was any motive of that
kind. One can understand the official
element showing itself to some extent
at any rate in regard to this railway, but
the settlers at Jandakot have waited a
long time to get this communication with
Fremantle, their proper port and the
proper place for the sale of their pro-
ducts, and they should not be disap-
pointed in their expectations. I hope
the Minister will see that the strictest
inquiry is made into this matter, and
that if there is any iniquity or unjust
action towards that railway and the set-
tlers along it, it will be altered imme-
diately.

Hon E. MeLARTY (South-West)
I have mutch pleasure in supporting the

(COUNCIL.3 Jandakot line.
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motion, because I know of my own ex-
perience that Fremnantle has been con-
siderably handicapped for a number of
years. In the olden days before we had
a railway to Perth, I personally did all
my business with Fremantle merchants ;
and most of the settlers throughout the
South-West did their business at Fre-
mantle ; but we found that the delay was
so great in getting our goods from Fre-
mantle, because they had to be sent to
Perth and were shunted off there so that
it usually took five or six days to get
them-that we were obliged to abandon
all connection with Fremantle and trans-
fer our business to Perth. I think now
that we have a more direct route -via
Jandakot, it is due to the people of Fre-
mantle and also to the people of the
South-West that the Fremantle-Arma-
dale Railway should be utilised as much
as possible. Already I have found con-
siderable benefit through that railway in
the trucking for instance of stock from
Robb's Jetty. There is a large business
done there, and it obviates the necessity
of travelling the stock all round that
additional distance via Perth, and it
reduces the cost accordingly. The
freight on stock is almost prohibitive,
and I can assure the House that the
people of the South-West feel tho slight
relief afforded by the construction of the
Fremantle-Armadlale Railway very much.

Hon. R,. F. SHOLL (North) :I think
myself it is purely a matter of adminis-
tration. The House is asked to express
an opinion that the passenger fares on
the Fremantle-Armadale Railway should
he reduced so that they may be placed
on a More equitable basis. I do not
know really whether the fares are equit-
able or inequitable ; it is purely a matter
for the Government or those administer-
ig the Railway Department to give
reasons why these apparently excessive
charges are made in respect to this line.
But when the House is asked to express
an opinion that the rates of fares should
be reduced, I think it is asking members
to take too much responsibility on their
shoulders, too mutch of the detail of the
work of the railway system of the coun-
tryV. Probably the Colonial Secretary

when he speaks will give reasons. If not
I think the matter should be adjourned
so that the reasons of the Traffic Manager
may be ascertained.

Hon. M. L. Moss :I am satisfied with
that. I want to know the reasons.

Eon. Rt. F. S ROLL :I do not feel in-
clined to commit myself to express an
opinton that these fares should be altered,
and I do not feel inclined to support
the motion f or the simple reason that I
do not know anything at all about the
matter. As T stated before it is a matter
of administration, which I think -those
controlling the railways should in their
discretion be allowed to use.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Eon,
J. D. Connolly) :I agree with the hon.
member who has just sat down. It seems
to me this is really a matter of adminis-
tration. In speaking to his motion, Mr.
Moss departed somewhat from the word-
ing of it. What lie complained about
particularly was as to the timne occupied
in running these trains; but there is no-
thing in the motion about that. I am
not in a position to say whether the hon.
member is right or not in this regard, but
I have certain information in regard to
the matters mentioned in the motion. If
I have none in regard to the time occu-
pied in running the trains it is the fault
of the hon. member, because he has not
mentioned in the motion that there was
anqy complaint in that regard at all. The
motion says that the fares are not equit-
able. They are cheaper than the ordin-
ary fares, though they are higher than the
suburban fares. In fact they are on
what is known as the outer-suburban
scale; they are on exactly the same scale
as that charged from Midland Julnction
to Chidlow's Well, or from Perth to Ax-
madale. The fares are based on the
same scale from Fremantle to Armadale
as from Perth to Armadale, that is, on
the ontet-suburban scale. For the in-
formation of hon. members I will give an
instance of what these charges are. For
10 miles first class the suburban rate is
Is. 8d., the outer-suburban rate is 2s. 2d.,
while the ordinary fare is 2s, 6d. Surely
members will at once recognise that there
is nothing inequitable about these fares.

[13 AUCIUST, 1907.]Rail-way Ratee:
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They arc simply the outer-subUttan
fates; and surely the Freuiaittle-Aria-
dale Railway is rightly classed on the
outer-suburban table just as Perth to
Aniadale is. So there is no favouritisin
shown to Perth in that, the fares being
on exactly the same scale. Now take the
question of goods. The lion. member
said that the Railway Department has
unduly fav'oured Perth. I claim that lie
has failed to establish that point at all.
Certain goods are certainly taken round
via Perth, but those are goods iii small
lots-the lion, member quoted an in-
stance of several tons, and the reason is
that there is not sufficient traffic along
the Jandakot route to run as many trains
as from Perth, and if the, goods did not
go via Perth the result would be that
these goods would have to reniain at the
despatching station, Perth or Arinadale,
for a considerable time. When there is
a train load, or anything approachbing a
trail) load, the goods go by the shorter
route. I fail to see the benefit to Perth
or the injustice to Fremnantle if certain
small Jots of goods go via Perth rather
than via Jandakot. Let nie add that these
goods cost no more to the consignee if
sent via Perth, because they are charged
exactly the same rate as if they go via
.Jandakot. It is only for the conveni-
ence of customers of the railway that
the goods are sent via Perth instead of
having them lying at Arinadale or Fre-
mantle for several days. It does not
cost the people any more; and is it likely
that the Railway Department would take
the trouble and go to the expense of
sending these goods 12 niles farther for
nothing at all! It is done for the con-
venience of the people in order that the
.1,oods may iiot be delayed. When there
is a futll train of goods they are always
taken by the shorter route. The other
point the hon. member touched on, the
matter of the time occupied in the train
journeys, I will bring under the'attention
of the Railway Department and under
the notice of the Minister for Railways,
and see if it is possible to have it altered.
If the hon. member is correct in the in-
formation lie has received on that point
it senms rather long. However, I main-
ta in there is no case ,,,ade out why the

fares should he reduced, or why all goods
should be compelled to go by this jiar-
ticular route. The latter part of the
inotion is that the Acting Commissioner
of Railways be directed that all goods
sent by rail from Freniantle to the South-
Western Districts be despatehed via the
Jandakot line. I do think it is hardly
a motion this House should pass. We
should not direct in matters of detail
whlat the Acting Commissioner of Rail-
ways is to do. The Acting Commissioner
of Railways is asked to work the rail-
ways on a business basis. Are we going
to direct that, because there are a few
tons of goods at Fremnantle, instead of
seuding them the long way which costs
the people no more, he is to put on a
sJpecial train and practically a train or
several trains a day, just for the sake of
running traffic ovr that line rathier than
run it the other wvay when it costs the
people n more? I quite agree it is
purely a matter of administration: and I
would ask the House not to agree to the
motion. I do not suppose the lion. neil,-
ber intends to press it since these things
have been brought under his notice.
Probably the explanation I have given
will satisfy him and the House that there
is no intention on the part of the Rail-
way Department to niake that railway,
as has been said, a white elephant, or
to do any injustice to it at all. Of
course the hon. member says it will ap-
pear later on in the accounts that this
railway is a non-paying line ; but that is
only a matter of bookkeeping, and it can
always be explained in this way; but for
the sake of having things appear right
on paper is the hon. member going to ask
the department to spend thousands of
pounds so that one railway will appear
a better paying line under the other sys-
temn?

Hon. M. L. MOSS (in reply as
mover) :My chief aim in bringing this
motion forward was to direct attention
to the way in which this railway was
being worked. Presently I shall ask
permission to withdraw the motion, but
I desire to say now that I am not at all
satisfied with the answer I have had. In
the first place, with regard to these pas-
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senger fares, I cannot see yet why one
muile difference between Fremantle and
Arinadale as against Perth and Armadale
should be charged lid, for.

The Colonial Secretary :The fare is
charged at the samne rate, namely subur-
ban rate.

Hon. 1. L~. MOSS :I know that the
department canl by somte arbitrary mneans
fix the suburban rate. The position is
this. The fare fromt Perth to Arnadale
return is .3s. 6d., and fromn Fremantle to
Aimadale, one miile farther, 4s. 5d.
There is a general complaint in Fremantle
on this question, and I ami voicing a
legitinimle grievance when I complain that
the sumn of lid. has to be paid for the
additional mile of the journey I have
indicated. Why people for all time
should be penalised in this mianner I
am at a loss to understand. I think the
Acting Commissioner of Railways should
have these rates revised and the question
of fares placed on a more equitable bitsis.
With regard to the goods traffic, I am
still dissatisfied on that point. We know
pefetly well that the largest quantities
of bulk goods go fromn Frenmantle, and
that the storekeepers in the South-West
obtain much larger supplies fromt Fre-
miantle than frin any other railway
station in the State. I believe that by
so altering thle method of dealing with
the cargo given to the Commissioner of
Railways for carriage to the South-Wrest-
emli Districts, trains could be kept runingf
moare regularly 'vand a much better service
pertain than has in the past. That is
the opinion of a very large section of the
people in the province I represent. This
is nor an imaginary grievance, but is
one whichl I am fully justified in bring-
ing before this House, as this is the only
place where I can express the dissent of
the p~eople I represent. It has been said
that this is a matter of admninistration,
but are not all acts of administration that
are iInconsistent and maight cause injur-y
to the people iii any locality to be brought
before Parliament for redress simply be-
cause it is a. matter that should be dealt
with by the Comnmissioner of Railways
who had omnitted so to deal with them in
the past -? The fare at present between
the places I have mentioned is too high,

and the system of sending the traffic
through Perth is wrong. I would like to
know whether, before the line was built,
goods were sent at the same rates as the
present tii. We have not bad nearly
enough information, but I do not propose
to ask the House to record their vote on
thle matter. I admnit that the motion is
not couched in suich language as to fontu
the subject mnatter of a resolution of the
House, and I recognise with other hon.
mnembers that it is not becoming for its
to give directions in this House, by way
of resolution, to the Conunissioner of
Railways that lie should do these things.
I am satisfied that I have been able to
make a complaint, and I hope that the
Ruailway Department will consider the
grievancves that the people of Fremantle
are subjected to at the present time.
Later on in the session, if measures for
relief are not supplied, I must again
move in the matter, and on that occasion
will supply thle House with m1ore material
than I have onl this occasion. I have tnt
moved to-day on my own. account, but
numerons pecople have spoken to me wvith
regaIrd to it. I (declinled toi move until
they gave in. sioniethinir in black and
white which would justify ' vhe course I
have ta9ken. H-aying had the opportunity
of giviing this amuount oIC publicity to thie
mnatter and hoping that the 'Minister will
conimun icate with thle Minister for Rail-
ways. and at any rate see that thle griev-
ances. the people have in reference itm
thle excessive passeiiger fares are re-
dressed. 1 ber leave to withdraw the
miotion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

BILL--MARINE INSURANCE.
it Committee.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
When the Bill was last before thle House,
lie had moved that prog-ress be reported
because he had received a comunication
desiring- that a certain new clause he
added to the Bill. Since then, lie bad
consulted with' the legal advisers of thle
Government with the result that it was
nowr deemed unnecessary that such clause
should be added.

Schedules, Titles-agieed to.

-Raillray Ralm. [1-3 AUGUST, 1907.]
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Bill reported without amendment
report adopted.

BILL-M1%ARRLAOE ACT AMfEND-
WENT.

In Committee.
Clauses I to 5 agreed to.
Clause 6-Amiendment of Section 8
Hon. J. WV. HACKETT : What was

the meaning of the alteration
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:

The clause dealt with the question of
witnesses, and the amendment was to de-
crease the age limit of witnesses from 18
years to 16. The amendment was pro-
posed at the unanimous request of the
churches, for it had been found in some
instances that it was difficult to obtain
witnesses of the age of .1S years. Incon-
venience would be prevented by reducing
the age to 10,

Question passed.
Clause 7-Amendment of Section 12
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved an amendment-

That in line 15 the words " or districts
wherein the parties to such marriages
have " be struck out, and " -wherein one
of the parties to such marrnage has" be
inserted in lieu thereof.

By this amendment it was provided that
the banns for a marriage should be called
in the districts in which both the bride
and bridegroom resided. Under the ex-
isting Act it was only necessary to have
the banns proclaimed in one district, and
it was hard to explain how that provision
had been inserted. It was considered
that the banns should he called in mnore
than one district, and the majority of the
churches were of that opinion. The
amendment simply meant that the banns
should be proclaimed in the districts
where the parties resided.

Amendment passed.
Clause also amended consequentially,

and agreed to.
Clauses 8, 9, 10-agreed to.
Clause 11-Monthly returns
Hon. J. W. LANOSFORD : This

clause provided that where no marriage
had taken place, returns had to he sent

in by the minister. There might be scores
of ministers who never solemnized
marriages, yet according to the clause
they would have to send in blank returns
to the registrar every mouth. Was this
provision necessary I

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Registrar General considered the provi-
sion necessary. Several ministers of
religion had waited on him (the Colonial
Secretary) in regard to this and other
matters, and were quite satisfied after the
explanation given. There was no hard-
ship in a minister sending in a return
of the marriages mnarked blank. Having
the duty to make out a list of marriages
monthly, it was not likely that a minister
would overlook the work.

Clause agreed to.
Clauses 12 to 15-agreed to.
New Clause- Amendment of Section

28:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

that the following be inserted -as Clause
10-

Section 28 of the principal Act is here-
by amended by inserting after the word
"declaration" the words "or in any notice
or certificate required before solemniza-
tion, or in the registration of the marriage
when solemnized."

Hon. J. W. HACKETT:- What was
the difference between "solemnized" and
"celebrated." A Judge might ask what
was the distinction.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
These were the words used in the princi-
pal Act.

Hon. 3. W. HACKETT: Would it
not he well to stick to one term '1

Clause passed.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments -report

adopted.

BILL-EDUCATION ACT AMIEND-
MfENT.

Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Connolly) . In moving the second
reading of this Bill, I do not think it
needs many words of explanation, for it
is chiefly to correct a few errors in the

[COUNCIL.] Ed7watian Bill.
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present Act which have caused some
trouble. Clause 2 is an amendment of
63 Victoria, No. 3, Section 0. The sub-
sections (a) and (b) of that section are
unchanged, but to subsection (e) an addi-
tion was made in 1905, but was badly
drafted. It insisted on attendance if a
school was within 12 miles of the house
and 10 miles at least of that distance
might be travelled by rail; thus a parent
whose children had oniy one mile to
walk and six to travel by rail could claim
that he was not covered by the Act. The
present amendment simply expresses
what was intended in 1005. The last
three lines of the subclause are new, and
are a proviso fixing the minimum time
which shall count as a minimium attend-
ance. A parent who had been finied for
niot sending his child to school saw that
tinder the clause he could demand that if
lie sent the child at nine o'clock it
should be let out at 11 o'clock. He made
the demand, and the Crown Law officers
stated that we could not refuse. The pro-
viso is to obviate this difficulty. The Bill
is really c onstitted of one clause; but
Clause 3 repeals certain sections of the
existing Elementary Education Act. The
amendment of the Act of 1871, Section
21, is repealed. This section allots a sum
from the public grant, if any, for hooks,
etcetera, not exceeding 5s. per head for
children iii Governmient schools. This is
a relict of old days before representative
-Government. and is meaningless now
that provision is made in the Estimates
snbmitted to Parliament.

Hon. C. Randell: They are practically
repealed now, alt of them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;,
they are niot in uise. We are repealing
out-of-date sections and removing them
from the statute-book. The clause also
repeals Section 3 of the Elementary Edu-
cation Act of 1871, which sets apart £3
10s. per head on the average attendance
for the support of Government schools
to be appropriated from the educational
rant; and the same remark applies.

Hon. IF. Kin gsmill: That does not
alter the alowance to teachers in sparsely
populated districts!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
is provided nnuder the old Act that Par-

lianient shall grant £3 10s, for attend-
ance, and under the other section £4 10s.;
this is not done now. The Public Educa-
tion Act of 1899, Section 6, which is
really Clause 2 of the Bill, repeals that
section; it is out of date and not used.
The same thing applies to the last por-
tion of the schedule, which repeals other
sections of Acts now in existence. I do
aot think farther explanation is neces-
sary. These amendments are intended
for the better working of the Education
Act.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL-INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION
AND ARBITRATION.

In committee.
Clauses 1, 2, 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-What societies may be re-

gistered:

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Was it
necessary to go farther with the Bill to-
night? He was in the unfortunate posi-
tion of having seen only the outsidc of
the Bill this afternoon, and while deal-
ing with other measures he had been
reading uip Hansard to see what progress
bad been made with the Bill. There was
no necessity for hot htaste with this great
measure. He had not had an oppor-
tunity of studying the provisions. From
a casual glance at the BiUl, very import-
ant changes were made in the industrial
conciliation and arbitration law of the
State. He had niot had the pleasure of
hearing the Colonial Secretary's speech
in moving the second reading, but he had
been trying to read the remarks in Han-
sard. This Bill was of first-rate mnagni-
tude, and should not be hurried through.

Thme Colonial Secretary did not admit
it had been hurried.

Hon. J. 11'. Hackett: So far as hie was
concerned.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was now over a month since the Bill
had been introduced, and a considerable
time had been permitted to elapse after
the second reading in order that members
might have an opportunity of inquiring
into the Bill. Some members had been

Education Bill. Arbitration Bill.
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away during the early part of the session
-[lion. Dr. Hackett : Some were still
absent] -but the business of the country
could nlot wvait thle return of other mnem-
hers now away' . However, lie had no de-
sire to hurry fihe lbusiness, and to mneet the
desire of members lie now moved :

That progress be reported and leave
asked to sit agaigt on Tuesday next.

Motion pas-sed ; progr-ess reported.

BILL-PERMNANENT RESERVES RE-
DEDICATION.
Second Reading.

The COLONIALL SECRETA-RY (Hon.
.1). Connolly) in moving the second

reading said : This is a purely formal
Measure. A certain reserve at Kal-
goorlie, No. 06995, was some years ago
vested in a body known as the Kalgoorlie
and District Grala Trades Association.
They' made considerable imiprovements on
the groundl fenced it, and altogether
expended considerably over £1,000 onl it.
Later on they got into financial difficulties
and owed to various creditors some
£1,000 ; amiong others the WNestern Aus-
tralian Bank being a creditor to the
amouint of £1,200 odd. The bank fore-
closed, and in order that the land might
not be sacrificed the Government agreed
to re-purchase it by paying off the liabili-
ties ; and for that purpose there was
provided on last year's Estimates a sumi
of £1,600. The improvements on the
land are worth the greater part of that
amiount. It is now proposed to subdivide
portion of the land and offer it for sale
as town lots. By this means it is believed
that the amiount paid for the land will
be recouped. Five ac~res are to be a
municipal reserve, and handed over to
the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council.

Hon. Al. L. Moss :What is the area
of thle land 9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Sonic 25 or 30 acres-I sin not certain
as to the area ; but five acres are to be
reserved and the remainder cut up into
town lots. I mnove :

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) : This is a
far from satisfactory explanation of the

matter thle Bill proposes to deal wvith;
and I should be pleased if I could get a1
little more information wvith-regard to
it.

The Colonial Secretary : What farther
information do you wish I

}Lon. 31f. L. 'MOSS : li a nutshell. it
appearLs that a society at Kalgoorlie had
2>0 or 25 acres of laud vested in theni
they became incorporated, apparently
taking advantage of the Act of ISOS. and
ran up £1,600 or £1,.700 liability to the
bank and other creditors. In respect of this
liability, the Act proVides that there shall
lie no personal obligation onl the manaing
commnittee of tile incorporated society. The
society apparently held this ground from
the Gover'nment for recreation and Show
puirposes. ; and in order to prevent thle
ground being seized, the Government eni-
dejiily camle to the rescute, found £1,600
to pay ofIf the liabilities ; and now, as I
understand from the Mfinister, portion of
this land is being cut off and sold as town
lots ill Kal-goorlie, and the balance lPrac-
tically handed back for recreation pur-
poes not to the 'samne body it is true,
but to the mlunicipial authority of Ki-
guo0rlin0. The money ws -voted last
session, although it is information to m~e
that Parliament passed a vote of this
desciription ; but it seemls to til eml-
minently unsatisfactory that a body
charged] with the administration of a
piece of land of this character should
have incurred responsibility to the tune
of £1,000, and that the Government should
have found the mioney to pay off that
liability. I think the whole thing is un-
satisfactory indeed. By this Bill thle
land is to be reverted in the Crown, and I
do no0t know that the passing Of the Bill
will do any great injury - but it seems
to mie that the whole transaction in conl-
nection with this land and the paying off
the £1,600 is unsatisfactory indeed. We
are absolutely in the dark.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
replIy as mover) :I deny that the ex-
planation given is unsatisfactory, or that
wve are totally in the (lark. I was not able
from memory to g-ive the full details.
The other Bill that I thought would have
oecupied soniic time having been suddenly

[COUNCIL.] 0 Kalyoo,-7ie.
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;adjourned, I was not able for the moment
to place my hand onl the particulars;
but having since been able to do so, I
wvill now give those particulars to the
House. The land contains 27 acres-
that is the onlyv information tile want of
,vhicli the bon. member complained of-
.and wvas in 1903 vested in the Kalgoorlie
.and Boulder Trades Gala Society for the
purposes of a showv ground. The society
afterwvards obtained permission to hor-
row 0100 onl thle land. fIn 19)04 they
applied to the Government for financial
assistance to the amount of £:250. This
they were rcfused, but were given an1
annu~al grant of £.50 in aid of their show.
A couiple of years ag-o the gala shows
ceased, aind by that timie debts had accut-
mulated to thle amount of £1,600. The
Government took over the mortgage from
the bank ; and now this Bill proposes
simply to revest the land in the Crowvn.
Five ac-es are to bea reserved ;bitt they
wvillI not be handed over to the same
people-[l-on. 171. L. Mloss : I (lid not
-say to the same people] -but to the
tnuneipality of Kalgoorlie, as a tnui-
cipal reserve. Members who know Kat-
goorli e will kntow this piece of land,
ly ing near the racecourse, towards the
souith-west corner of the townsite.

Hon. G. Randell : What is to become
,of the remainder I

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
I have already explained that the re-
nuaining 22 acres, less streets and rights-
of-way, nre to be cut tip and sold as town
lots.

Hon. J. WF. Hackett :What is the
value of it ; £10 per acre ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
M~uch more than that, I think. There
would be no difficulty in getting £20 for a
quarter-acre block there. Though the
value of lantd has declined since I lived
in Kalgoorlie, at that time one could
not get a quarter-acre for atiytinig like
£20. I may add that there has bieen a
considerable demand for land so cut up
(luring the last two years. I apologise
if I did not supply sufficient information
.at the outset ;bitt I deny that the ex-
planation was unsatisfactory.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT : When the
2hinister first moved the second reading,

late name w~as read] outt as that (of thIe
society which held the land ;in his
second speech another rntne was quottedl,
and there is a th ird name in the Bill.
Do these all refer to tite same land

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:I
may inot, ilt speaking-, have giv-en the cor-
it-ct title of the societyv, wich is " Kal-
goa1l ic atid Bouldetr Trades Gala Society,
Inco-porated." The hon. member may be
satisfied that the flame pi-inted in the Bill
is tite p'roper title.

Hll. J. T. GLOWREY rose to speak.
The PRESIDENT : It is usual always

for the Alinusteto wind up at debate. Is
it the wish of the House that the lion.
mnember be heard?

Assent given.
Honl. J. T. GLOWREY :I rise merely

to sayl r emember the circunmstances that
led itI) to the Covern meat making this
advance and taking- over this land. [

know the property well, and I think the
Government wvill mnake a vety good deal
and probably make a profit out! of the sale
of the land. I know that w;hat is con-
cernig somne lhon. tmemb~ers is a fear of
a possible loss. I do not fear there wvill
be atiy loss ; onl the contrary, I think
there will be a profit.

Question passed :Bill read a second
time.

BILL-POLICE FORCE (CONSOLI-
DATION).

In Committee.
Clauses 1 to end-agteed to.
rTitle:
Onl motion by the Colonial Secretary,

progress i-eported and leave given to sit
again.

BILL-POLICE OFFENCES (COX-
SOLIDATION) -

In Committee.
Clauses 1 to 15-ageed to.
Clause 16-Penalty when drunk in

charge of a child:
Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved an amend-

ment-
That the word "seven," in line 2! be

struck out, and "twelve" inserted in lieu.
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A child of eleven years, when in an hotel,
needed as much protection as a child of
seven. The words "having charge" were
too vague.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
was no objection to the amendment, if it
was not going- too far.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREE: There was a
danger that if a grown-up child was sent
to bring its parent home and the parent
was drunk, a mistake might be wade and
the parent might be liable to a month's
impnisonnlient.

Amiendment passed.
Subclause 2 amended consequentially:

clause as amended agreed to.
Clauses 17, 18, 10-agreed to.
Clause 20-Prohibition of sale of

liquor to persons declared to be habitual
drunkards:

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Where was
this provision taken from!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
was a simnilar provision in the Licensing
Act. This was a redrafting.

Ron. J. "W. HACKETT: The provision
in the Licensing Act would stiD exist?

The Colonial Secretary: Yes. It was
not repealed.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: In the Licen-
sing Act it did not make the habitual
drunkard subject to farther punishment,
as this clause would do.

The Colonial Secretary: The latter
part of the clause was the same as the
law in England.

Clause passed.
Clauses 21 to 34-agreed to.
Clause 35-Male persons connected

with prostitution:-
Hon. C. A. PIES85W This clause pro-

vided that any inale person wvho per-
sistently solicited should be liable to im-
prisonment. There was no need for the
word "1persistently " ; the one offence
should be sufficienit to bring such persons
within the four corners of the law.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was the existinig law. It would be rather
severe to inflict imprisonment for 12
months for the first offence.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE moved an amend-
went-

That the wuord "persistently" be struck
out.

Hon. ,7. WF. Hackett: It would be too
dangerous.

Amnendmnent withdrawn; clause passed.
Clauses 36 and 37-agreed to.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADlJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6.15 o'clock,

until the next day.

legtzlattve Eeeemblv,
Tuesday. 13th August, 1907.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
o'clock.

Prayers.

ELECTORAL-WEST PERTH,
RESIGNATION.

Air. SPEAKER intimated that he had
received the resignation of Mr. F. Illin9-
worth, member for West Perth.

On motion by the Premier, seat de-
clared vacant.

QUESTION-CAMELS IMPORTA-
TION, REGULATIONS.

Mr. MALE asked the Minister for
Agriculture ; 1, Has his attention been
drawn to the fact that the newspapers in
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